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Horseracing Integrity and Safety Act
Tucson, AZ —On Wednesday, February 17, 2021 the
RTIP welcomed NTRA President and CEO Alex
Waldrop to the Hirsch Speaker Series. Via
Zoom, Waldrop gave a brief overview of the NTRA,
before jumping right into the Horseracing Integrity and
Safety Act 2020.
“Although the Horseracing Integrity Act was first
introduced in 2013, the Horseracing Integrity and Safety
Act of 2020 is really a culmination of efforts that began
in earnest after the death of Eight Belles in 2008,” said
Waldrop. “The spotlight put on the industry by the winter
at Santa Anita in 2019 and the Federal indictments of
trainers and veterinarians for PED last spring made it
clear that something needed to be done to address these issues.”
“HISA was ten years in the making and those two issues, mentioned above, were coupled with the fact that
they tried self-regulation but had no power to enforce. The states made their own rules, some that met the
recommended standards and others that fell short. Uniformity of rules and enforcement along with
independence are the cornerstones of HISA,” Waldrop explained.
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Race Track Industry Program — The University of Arizona Race Track Industry Program offers a Bachelor’s degree with an emphasis on
the pari-mutuel racing industry and hosts the annual Global Symposium on Racing held every December in Tucson, Arizona.

University of Arizona — Established in 1885, the University of Arizona, the state's super land-grant university with two medical schools,
produces graduates who are real-world ready through its 100% Engagement initiative. Recognized as a global leader, the UA is also a leader
in research, bringing more than $606 million in research investment each year, and ranking 21st among all public universities. The UA is
advancing the frontiers of interdisciplinary scholarship and entrepreneurial partnerships and is a member of the Association of American
Universities, the 62 leading public and private research universities. It benefits the state with an estimated economic impact of $8.3 billion
annually.

