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Race Track Industry Program — The University of Arizona Race Track Industry Program offers a Bachelor’s degree with an emphasis on 
the pari-mutuel racing industry and hosts the annual Global Symposium on Racing held every December in Tucson, Arizona. 
 
University of Arizona — Established in 1885, the University of Arizona, the state's super land-grant university with two medical schools, 
produces graduates who are real-world ready through its 100% Engagement initiative. Recognized as a global leader, the UA is also a leader 
in research, bringing more than $606 million in research investment each year, and ranking 21st among all public universities. The UA is 
advancing the frontiers of interdisciplinary scholarship and entrepreneurial partnerships and is a member of the Association of American 
Universities, the 62 leading public and private research universities. It benefits the state with an estimated economic impact of $8.3 billion 
annually. 
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For Immediate Release          March 27, 2019 

 

Racing Commissions with Izzy Trejo 

Tucson, AZ — On Monday March 27, RTIP Alum, 
Ismael (Izzy) Trejo, Executive Director of the New 
Mexico Racing Commission returned to the RTIP 
in the role of a guest professor. He spoke in the Joe 
Hirsch Speaker Series as well as Advanced Racing 
Laws and Enforcement. 

In Speaker Series, Mr. Trejo focused much of his 
discussions on the regulatory role of the racing 
executive director which also included some 
discussion on initiatives to keep the horses healthy. 
With so much scrutiny on the animals, it is only 
logical that the regulatory vets be the best 
advocates for racing’s athletes. Trejo is quick to 
point to this fact as the driving force behind many 
of New Mexico’s programs. The horses need a 

voice, and by building programs around the vets themselves, Trejo hopes that the horses have the best possible 
representation.  

Trejo also spoke about the many challenges involved throughout the regulatory process. In Advanced Racing 
Law, he talked about management of racing commissions and the licensing of new racetracks. While 
communication and transparency are generally not the first concepts that come to mind when one thinks of 
politics, Trejo stressed that lack of communication is a point of great contention that leads to many issues within 
commissions.  
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